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25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in 

anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint from terror, 

apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At 

that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When 

these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.”  
29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 When they 

sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, when 

you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  
32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things 

have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  
34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and 

the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come on 

all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you 

may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before 

the Son of Man.”  

 

It might seem a little premature for me to wish you a Happy New Year, today.  It’s still 

only November after all, and we’ve got over a month to go before we ring in 2019.  But today we 

are celebrating the beginning of a new year, to be precise, the beginning of a new church year.  

You see, our church calendar begins four weeks before Christmas with the season of Advent.  So 

what do we do, to celebrate the beginning of a new Church year?  This past year we went 

through the Gospel of Mark.  This year we’ll be making our way through St. Luke’s Gospel 

account so do we just go to the beginning of that book, Luke 1:1?  Or would it make sense for us 

to look back to the very beginning, all the way to Genesis and the Creation account?  As it turns 

out, we didn’t do either of those things.  So as we read through our Scripture lessons this 

morning, you may not have felt much of a new-year-celebration vibe.  In fact, rather than talking 

about a beginning, our lessons seemed to have more of a focus on the end, on the Last Day, when 

Jesus returns. 

In story-telling, there’s a technique called in media res, that’s Latin for “in the middle of 

things.”  The story begins with the most exciting, climactic moment often very near the end and 

then the subtext flashes up the screen “24 Hours Earlier,” or the author in some way takes us all 

the way back to the start to begin again.  And now we’re on the edge of our seats devouring each 

little detail to see how things can lead to the ending we know is coming.  That’s what the season 

of Advent is.  We come into the story of our salvation here at the beginning of a new year at a 

very climactic moment that comes in the middle of things just as everything is coming to a head.  

In our Gospel lesson (which comes not from Luke 1 but Luke 21 on Tuesday of Holy Week) we 

hear a depiction from Jesus Himself of the day when He will come in the clouds with power and 

great glory, a day when the foundations of the universe will be shaken, the sun and moon and 

stars will no longer follow their regular courses, and the sea will rage in a manner that has never 

before been witnessed. 



It sounds a bit ominous, doesn’t it?  And just as we might expect, Jesus goes on to tell us 

that people will faint from terror on that day when they see all these things happening, 

apprehensive of what is coming on the world.  But then Jesus shows us another group of 

people, a people who are not afraid, a people who are standing up as the earth around them 

seems on the verge of crumbling to pieces and are lifting up their heads, their eyes bright with 

hope as these events unfold around them. 

And this crowd of people Jesus is describing isn’t comprised of strangers, there are 

people you know standing among them.  In fact, there in the midst of them all is you.  Standing, 

with head lifted high, as the Son of Man comes in glory and in power, with all the certainty of 

God-given hope that the moment of your redemption has arrived! 

Advent drops us right into the middle of things at this most crucial moment in history.  

The end of this world as we know it and yet at the same time, the beginning of something 

incredible and new for God’s people, the beginning of an everlasting life with our Savior Jesus.  

And lest it seem too amazing, too incredible that Jesus could instruct you to stand up with those 

others on that day and lift up your head knowing that your salvation has come, lest it seem too 

good to be true that you can with certainty and hope as you await the return of the King of the 

world we are going to go back in a few weeks at Christmastime to see how it all became 

possible.  We’ll see how this Son of Man came into this world the first time.  Over the months 

that follow we’ll see Him revealed as our God and our Savior and then watch Him fulfill His 

work as God’s Messiah through His life, His death, and His resurrection.  Then, knowing what 

He has done for us, seeing whom He has made us to be, we’ll look together at the lifestyle He’s 

called us to and the purpose He has commissioned us with.   

But we have an entire year to cover all of that.  Today let’s just look at the scene before 

us, this penultimate day in the history of God’s people.  In verses 29 and following, Jesus told a 

parable.  He said, Look at the fig tree and all the trees.  When they sprout leaves, you can see 

for yourselves and know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see these things [these 

signs] happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  Now, I know that there are 

some people who love snow and who really enjoy the winter months.  But I think its still true for 

almost all of us, that when those first green leaves start making their appearance in the spring, 

when the crocuses start pushing their way up through the snow, and the evidence of that new life 

starts popping up all around us, there’s a sense of warm fuzzies that we get knowing that Spring 

and Summer are coming and that things will be growing once more.   

In the same way, Jesus says, when we see these signs of the end appear, our hearts can 

again be filled with warmth and hope knowing that His kingdom of glory in heaven, where He 

will rule as our perfect King, is near.  And I don’t think Jesus is only talking about the signs we 

just heard about—the heavenly bodies shaking and the seas tossing and roaring, these signs that 

the end is here—I believe He’s also referring to the signs He mentioned earlier in this chapter 

that the end is near: wars and uprisings, great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in many 

places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven (Luke 21:9-11). 

These things are signs from God, reminders that this world is not destined to endure 

forever.  And we don’t have to look far to find those kinds of signs, do we?  Of the nearly 250 

years of our nation’s existence, there are only 21 years where we haven’t been at war.  The 

longest peace-time streak the US has ever experienced is a period in the 1930’s which we refer to 

as the Great Depression.  Today, we see it all: wars between nations, acts of terror and senseless 

violence here at home, and what seems to be one natural disaster after another both here in our 

country and around the world.   



Jesus identifies the signs.  We see the signs.  We have everything we need to tell us that 

the end is not far off, that it could come at any moment.  But now, what are we to do with that?  

When we see the signs that the end is near, how are we to react?   

Jesus wants us to live as though any day could be our last and He gives us three pieces of 

counsel to that end: be careful, be on the watch, and pray.  He tells us first be careful, or your 

hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that 

day will close on you suddenly like a trap.  For it will come on all those who live on the face 

of the whole earth.  He warns us against getting bogged down with the anxieties of life.  Now, 

one of the main causes of anxiety in this life is not being able to see an “out” from your present 

situation, not having any sense of a light at the end of the tunnel.  This is such an important piece 

of counsel from our Lord because as He alludes to with these “signs of the times” and as He 

warns us in many other places as well, our lives in this world are not going to be all sunshine and 

roses.  There are going to be wars and disasters and heartbreaks and loss and we might easily 

despair that that is the only existence we’re ever going to know.  So, Jesus warns us to be careful 

that we don’t lose sight of the rescue and escape that He has provided for us.  In this world you 

will have trouble, Jesus warns us, But take heart!  I have overcome the world.  I have told 

you these things so that in me you may have peace.   

When mothers go into labor the toil and pain that they have in front of them is almost 

unbearable.  Almost, but yet they bear it.  They bear it, and they get through it knowing that it 

won’t last forever and that at the end they will be holding a child in their arms.  Labor pains are 

exactly the picture Jesus uses here to describe the suffering and terrors we will face as the end 

draws near.  He says these signs are the beginning of birth pains.  They will be intense, they will 

be long, they may seem at times to be nearly unbearable, but our struggles in this world are not 

pains without ending, and we endure them knowing that at the end our Lord will be holding us in 

His arms.   

There is a light at the end of the tunnel: salvation and life everlasting with our Lord.  So 

don’t get lost trying to an escape from anxiety through drunkenness and revelry or even deceived 

by the thought that happiness and peace can be found by ignoring God’s law and gratifying our 

human desires.  Instead be always on the watch.  Be always on the lookout for whatever 

temptations and desires threaten to take our focus off of the hope we have in Christ and say “no” 

to them when they come along.  Be on the watch as you continue listening to, reading, and 

meditating on the promises that Jesus has given you in His Word  because those promises are the 

tool He will use to fill you with hope in the face of whatever you’re facing in this world. 

Finally, pray.  Cast all your anxieties on Him because He cares for you (1 Peter 5:7).  

Pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able 

to stand before the Son of Man.  Pray that God will keep you strong in your faith through His 

Word and Sacraments.  Pray that He will empower you by His Spirit not only to be confirmed in 

your own faith, but to encourage and lift up one another.  Pray and then hear His answer: Do not 

fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 

help you; I will uphold you with My righteous right hand (Isaiah 41:10). When these things 

begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near. 

Amen. 

 

 


